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“We are ambassadors for Christ.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Recently, I was reading through the Epistles of St. Paul and I came across this passage in Second Corinthians where he writes, “therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (5:20). As I contemplated this metaphor for the Christian life, I was struck with just how fitting it is! Think about the work of an ambassador. He is sent to a foreign people, he learns their language, customs, and mores. He meets with their leaders in politics, education, and commerce. He is there to represent the interests of the nation which sent him. The purpose is not to become a citizen of his host nation, and if he begins to lose his allegiance with the homeland, he can no longer do his job effectively. An ambassador must never forget which nation he is serving and must remain in constant contact with his home.

It is a fitting metaphor for the Christian life. We live in a foreign land. Even if we were born here, we are still living in a foreign land. Our citizenship is ultimately in the Kingdom of God (c.f. Philippians 3:20). When we were baptized, we became citizens of God’s Kingdom (his sons and daughters). Now God’s Kingdom is our homeland. Paul tells us that we remain here as ambassadors for Jesus Christ. We are here on his behalf, representing his interests here.  The message he has given us to share is simple: “be reconciled to God.” In fact, this message is the very essence of our work as ambassadors for Christ.

As ambassadors for Christ, we are here for a purpose. We must learn the language, customs, and mores of our host nation, but we must not fall in love with our host and lose our allegiance to the Kingdom of Heaven. Further, we must remain in constant 

contact with our homeland through the Means of 

Grace -- God’s Word 

and the Sacraments. 

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Dustin Krystowiak
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