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Introduction

Immanuel Lutheran Church proceeds from the conviction that the church’s nurture of children and youth into mature discipleship is more important than all forms of secular education put together.  It is this priority that makes these pages crucially important.

The Board of Education, the Church Council and the voting members of this parish have all concurred in the decision to continue with Logos.  They are ready to spare no cost in effort, time, and congregational resources to carry forward this important effort to give each of our children and youth the fine quality opportunity for training and growth available in the Christian church today.

Once again it is your opportunity as a parent to make it possible for your child to participate.  These pages are meant to outline the nature, scope, and mechanics of our ministry together.  Please keep them close at hand as we work together in the nurture of our respective families.

Presenting the 

Logos Program

Logos is a means of providing in-depth and well rounded Christian nurture for children and youth of the church.

The program is intended to run parallel to the school year, with weekly meetings beginning about mid-September and ending about mid-May.

The midweek Logos Program meetings are made up of four basic segments

· Bible hour

· Worship skills/choir hour

· Family time

· Play/activities time

The program is not a substitute for, or replacement of, the Sunday School and other Christian nurture programs of the church.  It is another unique area of Immanuel’s Christian nurture commitment and a strong enhancement of the total program of the parish.  

Its originators speak of its “non-negotiable bones.”  They are the skeletal strength of the program to which Immanuel is also committed:

· Everyone participates in all four parts, every week*

· Everyone in Sunday worship every week:

· Pastoral leadership and participation:

· Parent commitment to annual Parents Meeting and to the weekly program:

· Midweek scheduling of the program:

· Program partially funded by participating families:

Grades 1-6 are scheduled for all four parts each week.  Grades 7 & 8 meet weekly for Bible Hour (Confirmation), family time, and worship skills.  Activities are scheduled 1 to 2 times a month, usually on a Sunday afternoon or other weekend time.  High school participants have an adjusted Wednesday night schedule to allow for homework, and more informal gathering, with activities offered on Sunday afternoon. 
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Definition

The Logos Program is the theology and practice of Christian relationships in a disciplined (midweek) context.

The Logos Program expresses the conviction that Christian relationships are best learned, and learned correctly when consistently experienced in communities; specifically in Christian communities where the selfless kind of caring for others found uniquely in Christ is intentionally taught and practiced.

At Immanuel we believe that:

· Relationships must be informed, refined, renewed and kept fresh.  Bible study provides that.

· Relationships need time for persons to delight in fun and creativity together.  Playtime/activities provide that.

· Relationships need to experience a communion of Spirit.  The family time in the dinner hour provides that.

· Relationships need to be rooted in each person’s own relationship with Christ, renewed and nurtured weekly in worship.  Worship skills/choir time provides that. 

All this happens every week with every person in the Logos Program in every part of it.  This is the context for learning and growing in the Kingdom of God.  This is the Logos System of Christian nurturing. 
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   Fees and

Registration
The cost of the Logos Program includes a monetary fee plus a commitment of time from at least one parent of each registrant.  The fee for the 2007-2008 school year is $60 for one student.  This fee includes dinner each week, the study book, craft materials, and a small charge for administrative expenses.

The second student in the same family will be asked to pay a fee of $40; the third student $25.  The committee has set a maximum charge of $125 for any one family.

No student will be turned away.  Financial assistance, work credits, or sponsorships will be arranged in cases of need.  The pastor will consider such requests on a case by case basis.

Registration can be accomplished by submitting a completed registration card for each student together with at least ½ of the registration fee.  If you choose to pay only ½ the registration fee with registration, the balance is due November 1, 2007

Parent 

Participation

Parent involvement sets the tone for student participation in the weekly program.  All parents of Logos participants are expected to contribute to the program in some way.  Parents who have not yet volunteered for some area of service need to check the listing of possible areas in which they can be involved during the school year and sign a volunteer commitment as part of the registration process.
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Bible Hour 

Curriculum
Grades 1 & 2, 3 & 4, 5 & 6 - “Bible Connect” and “My Life in Jesus”
Bible Connect is a joint endeavor of LOGOS Ministries and Group Publishing.  It is an elementary weekly Bible Study whose goal is to nurture young people into a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is an active experience of the Bible that builds friendships with great fun and concise, profound lessons.    The materials are broadly graded so work well with mixed aged groups.


Thirteen session modules are on the following topics:


1) The Exodus

4) Walking with Jesus


2) Becoming Disciples
5) In the Beginning


3) Kings & Prophets

6) Living for Jesus

My Life in Jesus is from Concordia Publishing House.  It uses active learning exercises and friendship building experiences, to help students gain a clearer understanding of God’s plan for their lives.  Thirty sessions examine the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments.   

Grades 1-6 will utilize one or more of these resources during the course of the year.

Grades 7 and 8 - “Head to the Heart (H2H) - Living Lutheran”
This material comes to us from Faith Inkubators.  Head to the Heart is the title of Faithink’s Confirmation system.  Year A of this system coves topics from Luther’s Small Catechism, using a variety of multi-media resources.  Students also receive a take home journal which provides a good review of each week’s theme presentation, notes from the small group time, and Bible verses to use as part of a nightly devotion.  Year B is an overview of the basic themes of Scripture.  In 2008/2009 the students will cover year B materials.

Grades 9-12 - High School Electives
High School participants, along with their leader, select study materials from a variety of resources.  Options include topical studies from the LOGOS ministries, deductive Bible studies from Synod’s Youth Ministry department, or other selected studies.

LOGOS
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LOGOS SCHEDULE

2008-2009

Prayer Partners the World Around

September

Prayer Partner
Seth and Shannon Hoeppner, Cambodia 
3 
Kick Off – Cook Out


10
Celebrate Color – Parachute Game
17
Greek Night (LOGOS Olympic Games)

24
Crazy Hat Night

October

Prayer Partner

Linda Davis, Papua New Guinea 

1
LOGOS Legos Night


8
Cup Stomp Night

15
Artistic Night


22
Joke Night 

29

November


Prayer Partner

Anthony Diliberto, Peru

5
Who-Done-It Night

12
Dr. Seuss Night

19
Souper Bowl Night 

(Remember the Homeless and Hungry)

26
NO LOGOS (LOGOS Staff Meeting)

December

Prayer Partner

Carlos and Lindia Winterk, Kenya

3
Spoon Hanging Night

10
Paper air Plane Night

17
Christmas Tree Ornament Decoration

24
NO LOGOS

31
NO LOGOS

LOGOS


2008-2009

January

Prayer Partner

David and Radka Fiala, Slovakia

7
Camp Fire Night

14
Chili Dump (Hobo) Night (Dress like a Hobo)

21
Talent Night

28
Magic Night

February

Prayer Partner

Carol Halter, Hong Kong

4
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner

11
Mexican Night

18
Puzzle Night

25
NO LOGOS

March

Prayer Partner

Robert and Sue Pfeil, Kyrgyzstan

4
Start Your Engines Night

11
Backwards Night

18
Jungle Night

25
F.R.O.G. Night (Fully Rely On God)

April

Prayer Partner

1
April Fools Night

8
NO LOGOS

15
Beach Party Night

22
LOVE BUS

29
Under Construction Night

May

Prayer Partner

6
Duct Tape Night

13
Favorites Night

20
“Just Say Thanks” Banquet

27
LOGOS Committee/Staff Meeting to evaluate the past year
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Worship Schedule

Date Day Time
21 Sept | Pentecost 17 10:30
12 Oct |Pentecost 22 10:30
26 Oct |Reformation BOTH
9 Nov |Pentecost 26 10:30
16 Nov |Pentecost 27 10:30
30 Nov |Advent 1 10:30
21 Dec |Advent 4 10:30
24 Dec | Christmas Eve 7pm

18 Jan |2" Sunday after Epiphany |10:30

1 Feb  |4™ Sunday after Epiphany |10:30

15 Feb |6™ Sunday after Epiphany |10:30

1 Mar |Lentl 10:30
15Mar |Lent3 10:30
5 Apr | Palm Sunday BOTH
12 Apr |EASTER! BOTH
3 May |Easter4 10:30
17 May |Easter 6 10:30
31 May |Pentecost BOTH

Please have your child(ren) arrive in the
Choir Room,ready to warm up for worship
at least 20 minutes before worship time.
Thank you.
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LOGOS  REGULAR  SCHEDULE

	Grade
	 4:00 p.m.
	4:10 - 5:00
	5:00 - 5:50 
	5:50 - 6:40
	6:40 - 7:30

	   1 & 2
	Gathering      
	        Worship
	Activities
	Supper and 
	Bible Hour

	   3 & 4
	          &

      Snack
	          Skills
	
	Family Time
	

	   5 & 6
	
	
	
	
	

	   7 & 8
	Gathering &        Snack
	Worship Skills
	      H2H

 (Head to the        Heart Confirmation
	Supper and 

Family Time
	H2H - small group time

	High School
	
	
	Homework/

youth room free time
	Supper and Family Time
	Bible Hour/ once a month worship skills
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QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE

We are unable to get our child to Logos because of working schedules.  What can we do?

Transportation is provided for those children who need it.  Let us know at the time you register your child if he or she will need a ride to and/or from Logos.

Our child has too much homework.  What should we do?

We usually make time for those things we count important─priorities need to be established.  If you consider that you will be eating dinner, either at church or at home, Logos demands are not extravagant. Children in grades 1-6, may study during activity time when absolutely necessary, provided parental permission has been given.  Youth in grades 7 & 8 may study during the 2nd half of worship skills, again when absolutely necessary, and with parental permission.  Please let the LOGOS director, activities coordinator or worship skills coordinator know if this is the case.

What can I do about my child’s after-school activities that interfere with Logos?

Because we believe Logos is more important than all forms of secular education, we discourage children from being absent or late for any reason other than illness.  However, arrangements can be made to accommodate seasonal school activities.

The schedule for high school students has been adjusted, including a later starting time, to allow student participation in after-school activities.

Does every child have to sing in choir?

Yes.  This is a way for each child to learn various ways to give personal service to God and the church.

I work late and cannot easily help.  What should I do?

There are many areas where help is needed at different times.  The Logos Director can help you work out your required contribution of time.  

Can my neighbor, who belongs to another church, join?

The program is open to all children in the community.  However, it will be required for the children to attend the worship services at Immanuel when they are scheduled to lead part of the worship service.
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Visitors

The nature of the program is such that casual visitors will find it difficult to participate fully in all activities.

Students may invite guests to regular Logos sessions twice per year.  The church office must be informed in advance that a visitor will be in attendance.  Upon arrival at the church, the visitor is to be registered and a fee of $20.00 is to be paid for the meal.  Visitors are expected to stay with the student who brings them throughout the entire program scheduled for that particular evening.  Interested guest students are encouraged to enroll in the Logos Program at the next date.

Non-Members

Persons who are not members of Immanuel are welcome to take part in the Logos Program subject to all of the same conditions imposed on members of the parish.

Persons who are members of other congregations can be enrolled conditionally for one school year subject to the policies governing the Immanuel program.  The pastor of the enrolling person will be notified accordingly.

Policy

Statement

Your child is important to us.  You have made a firm commitment to your child’s Christian nurture and training.  We will assist you in every way possible to make certain the full opportunity of participation is available to her/him.

This is the rule of Logos: “We are all God’s children, and we must treat each other that way.”

If you have questions, if you need more information, if you need assistance, please call on any staff or committee member.

With total cooperation among us, Logos can be the most significant experience of your child’s life.

Peace and Joy!
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