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The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord

7:00 p.m.

December 24, 2011

Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran Church of Madison

The Church on the Lake
     with a Heart for the City!

If you are a visitor, we invite you to please sign the guest register in the narthex and pick up an informational brochure about the life and ministry of our congregation.  The brochures are located right next to the guest register on the left side of the narthex as you are leaving the sanctuary. Please indicate if you desire to be contacted by someone from our ministry staff.

We Celebrate Two Sacraments
In Baptism, God freely offers us grace and lovingly establishes a new community.  

In Holy Communion those who come to the table receive in bread and wine the body and blood of their Lord.  This gift is itself the real presence of God’s forgiveness and mercy, nourishing believers in union with their Lord and with each other. Baptized Christians who have received their first communion are welcomed to the Table of the Lord.

A Child-Friendly Congregation
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We encourage participation by children in worship.  We also know that the service can become a bit tedious to toddlers.  At the back of the church, you will find a basket labeled Kid’s Stuff for Worship.  It contains age-appropriate items to help keep little ones occupied during worship.    If you need a break, there is an unattended nursery on the lower level.  Take the elevator to level B. The first room to your left is equipped with cribs and other nursery items.  Ask an usher for assistance.


Hear Clearly.  Ask an usher to assist you with a listening device. 

Step 1: Plug the earphone into the earphone jack. Extend 
the cable fully for the best reception.

Step 2: Turn on by rotating the volume wheel. The red 
power LED will light up. This indicates that the 
receiver is ON and the batteries are properly charged.

Step 3: Adjust the volume to the desired listening level.
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An elevator is available in the narthex, with access to all levels of the building. All restrooms, including handicapped 
accessible rooms, are on the lower level.  Ice water is always available in the Narthex.              
The Service of Holy Communion

Family Christmas Eve

Preparing to Worship

Introduction

Traveling for the holidays is quite common, as the highways and airports would attest. Traveling to the physical place of Bethlehem may not be possible for many of us, but we can travel to the events that occurred there—the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Tonight as we hear God’s Word and sing our carols of joy and love, we are preparing to approach Bethlehem.

P – Presiding Minister  L – Lectors and Prayer leaders  C – Congregation 

Pre-Service Music
Entrance Hymn — O Come, All Ye Faithful
LSB 376



Stanzas 1-3
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stand

Invocation


P
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen. 
Psalm of the Messiah
Led by Joel Collingwood
L
The Lord Said to Me, “You are My Son, today I have begotten you.”

C
“I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion.”

L
The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein.

C
Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?

L
Or who may stand in His holy Place?

C
All who have clean hands and pure hearts, who have not lifted up their souls to an idol.

L
They shall receive blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of salvation.

C
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

L
The Lord Said to Me, “You are My Son, today I have begotten you.”

C
“I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion.”

Confession

P
We gather this night, desiring to come with clean hands and pure hearts. Yet we see in ourselves the sin that is ever present in our lives. Let us make our confession before Him, trusting in His promise of Forgiveness.
C
Lord Jesus, You came into this sin-filled world to save people like me. I am guilty of sinning against you in what I do, think, and say. I set my hands to do good, only to find them dirty again. I desire my heart to be pure, only to find it stained again. As I prepare to celebrate Your birth, I realize I have turned from You to the things of this world. I pray to You for Your mercy that You would forgive me of all my sins and make me pure in heart. Amen.

Absolution

P
Clean hands and a pure heart, this is what God desires. Yet this is beyond us to accomplish. Be not afraid and do not despair, for God has sent His Son into the world to grant to us forgiveness of our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Christ Child, I announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.

Litany of Thanksgiving
Led by Mari Garey

L
Joy to the World!

C
For God’s Son has come, bringing us grace, forgiveness, and salvation.

L
Look! The Savior of the world!

C
Oh come, let us worship Him.

L
Let us worship Him with tambourine and cymbal.

C
Let us worship with Him with shouts of joy and praise.

L
Let us give thanks to his Holy Name.

C
For his many benefits to us! Amen.
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 Sit

Carol — Away in a Manger
Stanza 1: Children, Stanzas 2-3: All
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with thee there.

First Lesson
Read by Maddie Fedorowicz

L
A reading from the book of Micah:

2But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
   are only a small village among all the people of Judah.
   Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you,
   one whose origins are from the distant past.
3The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies
   until the woman in labor gives birth.
   Then at last his fellow countrymen
   will return from exile to their own land.
4And he will stand to lead his flock with the Lord’s strength,
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
   Then his people will live there undisturbed,
   for he will be highly honored around the world.
   5And he will be the source of peace.
Micah 5:2-5a
L
This is the Word of the Lord.




C

Thanks be to God.
Congregational Hymn — O Little Town of Bethlehem
LSB 361

Second Lesson
Read by Kailie Garey

L
A reading from the book of Titus:

11For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. 12And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, 13while we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. 14He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds.
Titus 2: 11-14
L
This is the Word of the Lord.




C

Thanks be to God.

Congregational Hymn — Let All Together Praise Our God
LSB 389

Third Lesson
Read by Paul Collingwood

L
A reading from the book of First John:

7Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

9God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

11Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 12No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.
1 John 4:7-12
L
This is the Word of the Lord.




C

Thanks be to God.
Congregational Carol — God Loves Me Dearly
LSB 392
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Gospel Lesson

P
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke:

1At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 2(This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. 4And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was now obviously pregnant.
6And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them.

P
This is the Word of the Lord.




C

Thanks be to God.
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Choir Carol — Joy to the World
sung by the Teen Choir in a setting by Aaron David Miller

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!
Let every heart prepare a room for him and sing. 
Let heaven and nature sing
Glory to God on high, let heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ.
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, repeat the sounding joy.
Repeat the sounding joy.
Glory to God on high, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king.

He rules the world, with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.
The wonders of his love.
Glory to God on high, the wonders of his love.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!
No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!
Let every heart prepare a room for him and sing. 
Let heaven and nature sing Glory to God on high, let heaven and nature sing

Congregation:

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!
Let every heart prepare him room.
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing. 
And heaven and heaven and nature sing.

A Christmas Message
How Do We Approach Bethlehem?
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stand

Prayers
Led by Claire Collingwood & Samantha Fedorowicz
P
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. In the name of the Christ Child of Bethlehem’s manger, we come before our God.

L
Lord Jesus, we pray this night as we celebrate Your birth that You would look upon Your people throughout this world and bless us with the peace you came into this world to give. Watch over all families and enable all parents to be used by You to share Your love with their children. Lord, in your mercy.

C
Hear our prayer.

L
Heavenly Father, You sent Your only son into this world that we might know how much You love each of us. Lord, our world is filled with people who are abandoned and lonely. Move us and use us to be instruments of Your grace and mercy to those who are often forgotten. Bless this night our elderly and all who are sick and hurting. Help them to see in us Your great love and Your desire to bless their lives. Lord, in your mercy.

C
Hear our prayer.

L
Gracious Lord, bless this congregation that we may be bold in our witness to the Christ Child. Enable us to celebrate this holiday season with family and friends in peace and joy. May the songs of our lives spread the story of Jesus to all we know and may they be blessed through us. Lord, in your mercy.

C
Hear our prayer.

L
Lord Jesus, you are the defender of all Your people. Watch over and protect all the men and women who serve in the armed forces of our nation. While they are away from family and friends this Christmas, fill their lives with joy and guard them against all danger until they return to those who love and miss them. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C
Amen.
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Holy Communion

Gathering the Gifts and Setting the Table


The offering is gathered by the ushers.

Offering Hymn — Angels We Have Heard on High
LSB 368
At the direction of the minister stand as the monetary gifts and the Eucharistic gifts are brought forward.

Prayer Over the Gifts

P  
Let us pray … Lord of Christmas, we are mindful of the supreme gift that you gave us in a manger at Bethlehem.

C
Humbly we offer our gifts of service and possessions 

and these gifts of bread and wine

in joyful thanksgiving for the love you have shown us. 

Accept this sacrifice of the fruits of the earth

ourselves and our possessions

for the sake of your Son 

who was born to us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Preface

P
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you

P
Lift up your hearts.

C
We lift them up to the Lord.

P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Proper Preface

It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks you to, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying:
Sanctus
LSB 380, Stanza 1 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Hear us as we pray in his name and as He has taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer

C
Our Father who art in heaven,

Hallowed by Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Institution
P
Our Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread, and when he had given thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my T body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Invitation

P
Come, all is ready. Eat and drink the good news that is Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.

C
Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and I will be healed.

[image: image8.png]


sit
Instructions for proceeding to and returning from the Lord’s Table will be given.

Communion Hymns


Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
LSB 393

It Came upon the Midnight Clear
LSB 366

Dismissal
P
May the body and blood or our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in true faith unto life everlasting. 
Be at peace, T Christ is with you.

C
Amen 

Post Communion Carol — A Great and Mighty Wonder
LSB 383


Stanzas 1 and 5

Post-Communion Prayer

P
Almighty God, on this most holy of nights, you have provided the true bread from
heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ, born the Savior of the world.

C
Grant that we who have feasted on this Holy Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen
Blessing

P
May Christ fill you with peace and goodwill, 
and make you partakers 
of the blessings of God almighty. 
The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit be upon you and remain 
with you always.

C
Amen.

Closing Hymn — Go Tell It on the Mountain
LSB 388


Stanza 1: Children, Stanzas 2-3: All

Postlude
Some Text and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Some text and readings created by Creative Worship © 2004 Concordia Publishing House.
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Serving Tonight

Presiding Minister – Pastor Dustin Krystowiak
Minister of Music – Rosemary Collingwood
Communion Assistants – Suzanne Folberg & Frank Iwen
Ushers — Phil, Chris, & Caitlyn Beck, Charlie Boettcher
Sound Assistant – Amy Peterson
Altar Guild – Donna Burgette

Holiday Donations Towards Poinsettias and Decorations

Thank You for Your Heartfelt Gifts

George and Dorothy Bauer – In memory of our parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Bauer Sr., 
Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Westphad, and loved ones with our Lord.

Donna Burgette – In memory of my husband, Norm and his mother, Effie. 

Phylis Clark – In memory of my husband, Don Clark.

Alyce Genschaw – In memory of Clarence V. Genschaw
Gillis Family – In honor of our parents and grandparents who guided our faith. 

Ann Grote and Samantha Neely– In memory of parents and grandparents, 
Howard and Arlene Grote

Gene and Larvelle Herber – Donation toward decorations.

Dorothy Jones – In memory of my husband, Bill, my parents and my siblings. 

Pastor Dustin and Katelin Krystowiak – In honor of the nativity of our Lord.

Brenda Martinez – In memory of Maire Martinez, Betty Griepentrog, Barbara Haeni and Frederick Haeni. 

Sharon Mullikin – In loving memory of Selmer, Clarice, Baby Harry, June Mullikin, Mabel, Norman, Doris, Robert, Thomas Disrud.

Ron and Bonnie Perkins – In loving memory of Hank Bardenhagen and Steve Rummler.

Amy Peterson – In memory of Becca Belz. In honor of Linda and Charlie Belz who took such wonderful and loving care of their daughter, Becca. In honor of Emily Belz.
In memory of Becca Belz from the youth, Joel, Claire, Paul Collingwood, Samantha and Maddie Fedorowicz. In Memory of Becca Belz from the children and parents of Amy’s daycare – Jack, Sabrina, Helen and Jason Chisemore, Liam, Elijah, Scott and Lisa Risberg, Lorenzo Arendano and Olga Ennis, Nolan, Shannon and Mike Trine, Braylon, Dave and Katie Martin, Lilianna and Justin Scofield and Christina Hineman.
Adeline Riemenschneider – In memory of my parents, Charles and Agnes Riemenschneider and my aunt, Norma Rose.

Scott Schimming – In memory of my grandparents, Arthur and Martha Gruenberg.  

Anonymous – 1 plant
























Join Us for Worship at Immanuel


	


Christmas Day�	9:00 a.m. Communion Worship


“Oh Come, let us adore Him,...�


There is no service scheduled for New Year’s Eve
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