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The Paschal Triduum

Three Sacred Days

The term triduum means “three days,” beginning on Holy Thursday and concluding on Holy Saturday night with the Paschal Vigil as the Church celebrates the passion, death and resurrection of Christ. It is one extensive liturgy with three acts, as it were. It is the culmination of the whole liturgical year. The season of Lent concludes on Holy Thursday with the Reconciliation of the Penitents.  

There are special features during the Triduum, including the washing of feet, the institution of the Eucharist, the stripping of the altar, the adoration of the cross, the reading of the Passion narrative, the lighting of new fire and the paschal candle, the renewal of baptismal vows, and the first Eucharist of Easter. 

As the Triduum constitutes one single continuous liturgy, worshipping at all three services during the Three Days permits the faithful Christian to fully experience the richness and rewards of these three ancient liturgies of the Church. It should be lived in the spirit of a retreat during which we meditate on these holy events without letting worldly things intrude much.

Good Friday 

The Paschal Day of our Lord’s Death

April 22

Seen as part of the larger celebration of the mystery of salvation, it is appropriate for Good Friday to be an austere time of reflection and intercession, as well as of the adoration of Christ, our sacrificial lamb. However, the note of austerity does not preclude the note of triumph.  The congregation gathers to celebrate our Lord's sacrifice on the cross.tc "Seen as part of the larger celebration of the mystery of salvation, it is appropriate for Good Friday to be an austere time of reflection and intercession, as well as of the adoration of Christ, our sacrificial lamb. However, the note of austerity does not preclude the note of triumph.  The congregation gathers to celebrate our Lord's sacrifice on the cross."
On this day when he was crucified we reach day two of what the Church throughout the ages calls THE THREE DAYS. This second liturgy of THE THREE DAYS has no beginning since it continues what we began last night in the service of Maundy Thursday.  It also has no ending; it concludes with THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER at Easter Vigil.tc "On this day when he was crucified we reach day two of what the Church throughout the ages calls THE THREE DAYS. This second liturgy of THE THREE DAYS has no beginning since it continues what we began last night in the service of Maundy Thursday.  It also has no ending; it concludes with THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER at Easter Vigil."
Liturgies 
for 
Good Friday
At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns from the cross. The ancient title for this day—the triumph of the cross—reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ's life-giving passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of life. In the ancient bidding prayer we offer petitions for all the world for whom Christ died. Today's liturgy culminates in the Easter Vigil tomorrow evening

P – Presiding Minister L– Lector C – Congregation
There is no pre-service music, due to the solemn nature of the week
Word 
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Please rise when the ministers enter the sanctuary. 

Prayer of the Day

P
The Lord be with you..

C
And also with you.
P
Let us pray . . . Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family

C 
for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed 
and to be given over to the hands of sinners 
and to suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen

Please remain standing for the singing of the hymn.

Hymn Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
LSB 451
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Sit

Reading 
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
13Behold, my servant shall act wisely;
   he shall be high and lifted up,
   and shall be exalted.
14As many were astonished at you—
   his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
   and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—
15so shall he sprinkle many nations;
   kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which has not been told them they see,
   and that which they have not heard they understand.

1Who has believed what he has heard from us?
   And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,
   and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
   and no beauty that we should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by men;
   a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4Surely he has borne our griefs
   and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
   smitten by God, and afflicted.
5But he was wounded for our transgressions;
   he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
   and with his stripes we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray;
   we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
   yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
   so he opened not his mouth.
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
   and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
   stricken for the transgression of my people?
9And they made his grave with the wicked
   and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
   and there was no deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;
   he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
   he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
   make many to be accounted righteous,
   and he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,
   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death
   and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
   and makes intercession for the transgressors.
Homily
Psalm 22  My God, My God










           - M. Haugen
Choir sings Verses; Congregation joins in singing the Refrain
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1  All who see me laugh at me, they mock me and they shake their heads:


“He relied on the Lord, let the Lord be his refuge.”  Refrain
2  As dogs around me, they circle me about, Wounded me and pierced me,


I can number all my bones.  Refrain
3  My clothing they divided, for my garments casting lots, 


O Lord do not desert me, but hasten to my aid.  Refrain
4  I will praise you to my people, and proclaim you in their midst,

O fear the Lord, and praise him, give glory to his name.  Refrain
Bidding Prayer

P 
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy Church of God throughout the world, that God the almighty Father guide it and gather it together, so that we may worship him in peace and tranquility.

Silent prayer

P
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.  

C
Guide the work of the Church.  
Help it to persevere in faith, 
proclaim your name, 
and bring salvation to people everywhere.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
P
Let us pray for Matthew, our Synodical President, John, our District President, Marion, our Circuit Counselor, for our pastors and commissioned ministers, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people of God.
Silent prayer

P
Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy.

C
Strengthen and uphold our pastors, ministers and leaders; 
keep them in health and safety 
for the good of the Church, 
and help each of us to do faithfully 
the work to which you have called us.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P
Let us pray for those preparing for Holy Baptism and the Rite of Confirmation that God may make them responsive to his love, and give them new life in Jesus Christ.

Silent prayer

P 
Almighty and eternal God, you continually bless the Church with new members.

C
Increase the faith and understanding of those 
preparing for Baptism and Confirmation.  
Give them a new birth as your children, 
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
P
Let us pray for all our brothers and sisters who share our faith in Jesus Christ, that God may gather and keep together in one Church all those who know Christ as Lord.

Silent prayer

P S
Almighty and eternal God, you give your Church its unity.  

C
Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son.  
We are all consecrated to you by our Baptism; 

make us one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us one in the fellowship of love.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P
Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the Word of God, that they may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises.

Silent prayer

P
Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and his offspring. 

C
Hear the prayers of your Church 
that the people you first made your own 
may arrive with us at the fullness of redemption.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P
Let us pray for those who do not believe in Christ, that the light of the Holy Spirit may show them the way of salvation.

Silent prayer

P
Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not acknowledge Christ to receive the truth of the Gospel.  

C
Help us, your people, 
to grow in love for one another, 
to grasp more fully the mystery of your Godhead, 
and so to become more perfect witnesses of your love 
in our words and our deeds.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P
Let us pray for those who do not believe in God, that they may find him who is the author and goal of our existence.

Silent prayer

P
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all might long to know you and have peace in you.  

C
Grant that, in spite of the hurtful things that stand in their way, 
they may all recognize in the lives of Christians 
the tokens of your love and mercy, 
and gladly acknowledge you 
as the one true God and Father of us all.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P
Let us pray for those who serve in public office, that God may guide their minds and hearts, so that all of us may live in true peace and freedom.

Silent prayer

P
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed.  

C
In your goodness, 
watch over those in authority, 
so that people everywhere 
may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 
and a share in the goodness of your creation.  
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
P
Let us pray that God, the almighty and merciful Father, may heal the sick, 


comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 


and rid the world of falsehood, hunger, and disease.

Silent prayer

P
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have lost heart.  

C
Hear the prayers of all 
who call on You in any trouble, 
that they may have the joy 
of receiving your help in their need.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Please rise

P
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.

S
Our Father, who art in heaven.

C
Hallowed be thy name . . .

T The Passion of Our Lord, Jesus Christ T

according to St. Matthew

Hymn   Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain
LSB 435 Stanzas 1,3
Jesus Arrested
Matthew 26:47-56 

Hymn   Lamb of God, Pure and Holy
LSB 434
Before the Religous Authorities 
Matthew 26:57-68

Hymn   Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow
LSB 428 Stanzas 1-3

Before the Secular Authorities 
Matthew 27:11-23
Hymn   O Dearest Jesus
LSB 439  Stanzas 1- 2

Jesus Handed Over to Be Crucified
Matthew 27:24-26

Hymn   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
 LSB 450  Stanzas 1,3
To Golgotha
Matthew 27:27-32

Hymn   A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth
LSB 438 Stanzas 1,4  

The Death of Jesus
Matthew 27:35-54

Hymn   In Silent Pain the Eternal Son
LSB 432

Burial
Matthew 27:57-66
Choral Response – For God So Loved the World 
Dana Mengel
sung by the Mixed Choir
Overwhelmed by fears unknown, hanging helpless on the cross alone, 
suff’ring pain and deepest woe, we behold the Lamb of God.
No greater loave was shown the world than when Jesus died than mournful day.
For God so loved the world he gave his Son, that we from sin and death might be saved!
Even as his precious lifeblood flows, deep compassion for the world he shows,
seeking pardon from his bitterest foes, we behold the Lamb of God.

Responsive Prayer  congregation speaks the bold lines
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The leader speaks the plain text lines. The congregation speaks the bold lines.

O God, you are our God.

And we are your people.

O God, this is the night when your Son cried, “It is finished.”
And now we cry, “It is done.”

O Christ, your death alone is the sign that life alone is nothing
without life together,

and that life together is nothing

without life in you.

O Christ, we lay the world at the foot of your cross,

so that death may be no more.

O Christ, we lay the church and this congregation at the foot of
your cross,

so that you may wipe every tear from our eyes.

O Christ, we lay before you the sick and suffering . . . .

We lay before you those who grieve . . . .

We lay before you all who burden our hearts,

so that mourning and crying and pain may be no more.

Behold, O God, you are making all things new.

For the former things have passed away.

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,

Alpha and Omega, beginning and end,

one God, now and forevermore.

Amen.
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O God, you are our God.

And we are your people.

O God, this is the night when your Son cried, “It is finished.”
And now we cry, “It is done.”

O Christ, your death alone is the sign that life alone is nothing
without life together,

and that life together is nothing

without life in you.

O Christ, we lay the world at the foot of your cross,

so that death may be no more.

O Christ, we lay the church and this congregation at the foot of
your cross,

so that you may wipe every tear from our eyes.

O Christ, we lay before you the sick and suffering . . . .

We lay before you those who grieve . . . .

We lay before you all who burden our hearts,

so that mourning and crying and pain may be no more.

Behold, O God, you are making all things new.

For the former things have passed away.

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,

Alpha and Omega, beginning and end,

one God, now and forevermore.

Amen.




+Adoration of the Cross+
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Stand

from the foot of the cross

[image: image8.png]Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world.
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from the midst of the sanctuary
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from the church door
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Sit

Hymn   Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle







LSB 454

(Your offering may be left in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary.)

There is no benediction at the conclusion of this service because our Holy Week celebration does not end here but continues tomorrow and concludes with the first service of Easter. Please leave the church in total silence.
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Holy Week Worship








Holy Saturday - the Vigil of Easter


April 23, 8:00 p.m.


First Eucharist of Easter


Lighting New Fire - Service of Reading - Baptismal Renewal








Easter Sunday
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Festival Eucharist
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